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We are a charity and social 

enterprise. For the last 25 years, we 

have been helping individuals and 

community groups to get involved in 

the planning system. 

 

Charity & social enterprise 

Volunteer-led 

Impartial & independent 

PAS: Introduction 

In the last 12 months, our 

400 volunteers have given 

3 years’ worth of time, 

skills and experience  

 



Supporting community visions 

• Working with communities to 

articulate their vision and 

develop community-led plans 

for improvement 

• Supporting local authorities 

and public bodies to improve 

public participation in 

decision-making 

 

PAS: How We Help 

Advice 

• Free, impartial and confidential planning 

advice: visit our website to submit your 

enquiry 

 

Skills training 

• Training on the planning system for 

Community Councils and elected 

members 

• Community engagement skills training 

for planners and communities 

 

Inclusive 

• Making decision-making processes 

more open and inclusive 

• Involving young people and other 

seldom-heard groups 

We provide a free, impartial and 

confidential planning advice service, 

provided by our specialist volunteers, all 

of whom are chartered planners. 

Submit your enquiry online or by calling 

0300 323 7602 



Planning system - context 

1947 
Planning system established: 

(Town & Country Planning Act) 

• Nationalisation of development rights 

• Public health 

• Housing shortage 

1970s Public consultation agenda 

• Comprehensive re-development  

• Disenfranchisement 

• The Skeffington Report 

1990s Sustainability agenda 
• UN Conference on Environment and 

Development (UNCED) 

2006 Planning etc (Scotland) Act 
• Efficiency 

• Community engagement 

2017 - Planning (Scotland) Bill 

• Housing shortage 

• Community participation 

• Improve public trust 



Engagement in planning: 
statutory 

Development Plan 
engagement Press 

Advertisements 

Weekly List of 
Planning 

Applications 

Neighbour Notification; 
Representations  

Pre-Application 
Consultation 

Community Councils 
 (planning 

applications) 



Engagement in planning: 
non-statutory 

Charrettes 

e-planning Scotland 

Place Standard Community-led  
Plans 

other community 
groups 

Community Councils: 
development plans 



Common Challenges 

Engagement in Planning 

 

• Getting to grips with planning documents 

and terminology 

• Accessing and processing information 

• Early engagement in the Local 

Development Plan 

• Community capacity 

• Effective community engagement and 

managing expectations 

• Producing deliverable outcomes 

• Funding for community-led activity 

• Partnership working between communities 

and planning authorities 

Are you experiencing any of 

these issues? Contact our 

advice service for help or to 

talk with a member of the 

team. Visit www.pas.org.uk 

or call 0300 323 7602. 

http://www.pas.org.uk/


Planning (Scotland) Bill 

• Independent Review of the planning 

system reported in May 2016 

 

• Scottish government introduced the 

Planning (Scotland) Bill to Scottish 

Parliament in December 2017 

 

• Stage 1 completed in May 2018 

 

• Stage 2 begins in September 2018 

 

• Stage 3 likely early 2019 

 

• Anticipate Royal Assent spring 2019 



Planning (Scotland) Bill 

Some key points below on the Bill as laid before parliament. 

The content of the Bill is still subject to change through 

amendments at Stages 2 and 3. 

 

• National Planning Framework to be part of the 

Development Plan 

• Scottish Planning Policy to become part of the NPF 

• Removal of Strategic Development Plans 

• Local Development Plan from 5-year to 10-year cycle 

• A new evidence report and gatecheck process in the Local 

Development Plan 

• Removal of statutory supplementary guidance 

• Mandatory planning training for councillors 

• Provisions for the introduction of an infrastructure levy 

• Introduction of Local Place Plans 

 



Planning (Scotland) Bill 

• Introduces a statutory right for ‘community bodies’ to 

prepare Local Place Plans 

• Local Place Plans are to be led by communities 

themselves 

• Local Place Plans must have regard to the Development 

Plan and the National Planning Framework 

 

Note: 

• The Scottish Government has agreed to amend the 

Bill to strengthen the status of Local Place Plans 

• Further details will emerge through Stage 2 of the bill 

process and through amendments 

• How less empowered communities will be supported 

to prepare Local Place Plans? 



Opportunities 

Local Place Plans 

 

New opportunity in the planning system for 
communities to take an active role in addressing key 
issues in their place – for many communities this 
may be flood risk. 

 

The Bill introduces to the community right to plan 
through the introduction of Local Place Plans. 

 

If flooding is a key priority for a community preparing 
a Local Place Plan, they will be able to further 
address it through the planning system, in addition 
to the existing ways in which the system addresses 
flood risk: 

• National Planning 
Framework / Scottish 
Planning Policy 

• Strategic / Local 
Development Plans 
(incl. supplementary 
guidance) 

• Development 
Management 

 

 



Access advice at 

www.pas.org.uk 


